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The Tories are neglecting our National 
Health Service. The problems we saw 
last winter of hospitals at full capacity, 
ambulances backed up, operations 
cancelled and patients waiting for 
hours on trolleys haven’t disappeared 
as the weather warms up.

Instead, waiting lists have reached 
four million and performance  
figures for A&E departments are at 
an all-time low thanks to years of 
sustained underfunding. The number 
of patients waiting more than a year 
for treatment is over 2,000 for the 
first time since 2012. It is shameful 
that patients are being forced to live 
through pain and disability – or even 
see their lives cut short by waiting 
much longer than they should have 
to for routine operations – simply 

because the government is trying to 
cut costs.

To compound the misery, more 
than 100,000 NHS posts are unfilled, 
including the specialist nurse roles 
that make such a difference to the 
care of patients with cancer and 
other long-term conditions.

NHS staff are working round the 
clock to cope with rising demand, but 
ministers are failing to give them the 
support they need.

Labour has repeatedly called for 
a long-term investment plan for the 
NHS and a sustainable future for 
social care. I was proud to stand on 
a general election manifesto that 
sought to give the NHS an additional 
£30 billion over the next Parliament 
to address this chronic funding gap.  

Tories let NHS 
slide into chaos
Labour pledges to plug £30bn funding gap

Since you first elected me in 
2015 to be your voice in  
Westminster, much has  
changed in our community. 

The Conservative government 
has staggered from crisis to 
crisis, having lost four members 
of the Cabinet in a matter of 
months. Brexit negotiations are 
in disarray, our NHS and social-
care system are in meltdown 
and our police service, local 
councils and schools have been 
hit by round after round of  
crippling cuts.

I am more convinced than ever 
of the need for a Labour govern-
ment with an alternative vision 
for Britain – with new policies 
and fresh ideas to tackle these 
challenges and ensure we have 
properly funded public services. 

Since I was elected, I have  
responded to over 34,000 emails, 
letters and phone calls, raising a 
wide range of issues from hous-
ing repairs to human rights to 
tackling air pollution in London. 

This Annual Report is intended 
to update you on some of my  
activities, campaigns and inter-
ventions over the past year. How-
ever, if you would like to know 
more about what I am doing in 
Parliament and our community, 
you can read my regular blog or 
sign up to my monthly e-news at  
www.catherinewest.org.uk 

Catherine
West MP
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Since the Conservative–Lib Dem 
Coalition came into government in 
2010, housebuilding has fallen to its 
lowest level since the 1920s, rough 
sleeping has risen every year, rents 
have soared faster than incomes, 
local councils’ central government 
funding has been slashed, there are 
almost 200,000 fewer home-owners, 
and new affordable housebuilding is 

at a 24-year low.
Housing policy needs a radical 

overhaul to address these challenges, 
and to ensure that never again will a 
tragedy like Grenfell occur. 

Labour policies to build housing 
and cap rents can help solve the 
problem. I also welcome Mayor 
of London Sadiq Khan’s guide to 
estate regeneration, which ensures 
that local people, not property 
speculators, are put first when it 
comes to new housing developments 

and estate renovation. 
Rough sleeping has more than 

doubled and is up 73 per cent in the 
last three years alone. That is why 
I support Labour’s policy to make 
8,000 genuinely affordable homes 
available for people who have slept 
on the street, helping put an end to 
rough sleeping. The devastating news 
that a homeless man died just outside 
Parliament should be a reminder 
to ministers that the government is 
turning their back on the vulnerable.

The government’s handling of the 
Windrush scandal has been both 
callous and incompetent. They 
have disrespected and mistreated 
the children of people who were 
invited to the UK – as citizens – to 
help rebuild our country after the 
devastation of WWII. 

This gross injustice is no accident –  
it is a direct result of the “hostile 
environment” policy that the 
Tory–Lib Dem coalition pioneered, 
most infamously when Theresa  
May literally rolled out “Go Home” 
vans to stoke fear into our  
communities.

This has meant that suspicion 
is cast on people who have every 
right to be here. People have been 

refused free treatment on the 
NHS or been flagged up because 
of a change of job or address, and 
we already know that this policy 
has led to some people being  
deported in error.

I have called for immediate 
measures to protect the residency 
status of these Windrush citizens 
and ensure that people from  
Commonwealth countries such as 
Cyprus who are in similar situations 
are afforded the same protections. 
I will continue to argue for Theresa  
May to abandon her “hostile 
environment”, which demonises 
migrants as criminals and dismisses 
people who have lived here for 
decades as outsiders.

Tory cuts are starving schools of the 
funds they need to deliver a first-
class education. We know what this 
mean: fewer teachers, larger classes 
and a reduced curriculum. 

I meet teachers across the constitu-
ency every week, and while I am always 
encouraged by their enthusiasm and 

passion for teaching, I am increasingly 
concerned that these cuts and the 
Tory government’s obsession with 
deepening the culture of examinations 
is hitting staff morale and retention.

Our children and teachers deserve 
better, and I will continue to push for 
more funding at every opportunity. 

Cruel cuts starve our 
schools of vital funds

‘Hostile environment’ shame

Labour can solve housing crisis

I have been a long-term cam-
paigner for giving 16 year olds 
the right to vote. If you are old 
enough to serve in our armed 
forces and to get married, you 
should also be allowed to vote. 

In the last election I was proud 
to stand on a manifesto that 
would have extended the right  
to vote to 16 year olds. 

While I was delighted that a 
recent vote in Parliament on this 
issue was held, I was bitterly  
disappointed that the Tories  
refused to support this important 
principle. Rest assured, I will con-
tinue to fight for our young people.

A proud pledge to 
give 16-year-olds  
the right to vote

Leading the fight 
on plastic pollution 
Following news that supermarket 
chain Iceland will eliminate  
plastic packaging from their 
branded products by 2023, I 
launched a campaign calling 
on all other UK supermarkets 
to follow suit. More than 200 
MPs signed the letter, including 
Shadow Environment Secretary 
Sue Hayman. In April I called on 
the Leader of the House, Andrea 
Leadsom, to grant an urgent  
debate on cutting plastic pollution, 
and I’m delighted that the gov-
ernment has finally listened and 
has announced proposals to ban 
plastic straws and cotton buds. 
However, the government must 
do much more to tackle plastic 
pollution in our environment.
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Theresa May is allowing the hard right of her 
party to hijack Brexit negotiations, putting 
ideology and her desire to cling on to power 
before the welfare of our communities and 
the health of our economy.

We know that a host of government  
departments are ill-equipped for Brexit. The 
NHS is facing a deepening recruitment crisis, 
while some hard-line Brexiteers are putting 
the landmark 1998 Good Friday Agreement at 
risk by their obsessive pursuit of a Hard Brexit.

When the government brought forward the 
EU Notification of Withdrawal Bill, I stood with 
the people of Hornsey & Wood Green and 
voted against triggering Article 50. I backed an 
amendment that would have kept the option of 
a second referendum open and I fully support 
the campaign for a people’s vote on the deal 
that Theresa May brings back from Brussels.

I signed over 30 amendments to ensure  
that a wide range of important issues were  
addressed in the Bill, such as retaining  
environmental protections, ensuring that 
membership of the Single Market and Customs 
Union are not taken off the negotiating table, 
enshrining human-rights law, upholding our 
international commitment to UN conventions, 
protecting workers’ rights and, crucially,  
ensuring parliamentary oversight and scrutiny.

I am proud to be the new president of  
London4Europe. In Parliament, I will continue 
to hold this government to account and 
oppose their chaotic approach to Brexit. To 
date, I have tabled more written questions 
to the Secretary of State for Exiting the  
European Union than any other MP.

Human-rights violations continue  
to blight societies from across all  
corners of the globe. I have continued 
to take an active role in supporting 
consular cases, including securing 
the safe return of Andy Tsege from 
Ethiopia and Nazanin Zahari- 
Ratcliffe from Iran. 

I continue to press ministers at the 
Foreign Office on a range of issues, 
from the recent Turkish military  
intervention in Afrin, Syria, to the 
persecution of LGBT+ people in 
Egypt, Bermuda and Russia; from 
healthcare and humanitarian support  
in Gaza to the persecution of the 

Rohingya in Burma. I have tabled 
more written questions than any 
other MP to Boris Johnson to chal-
lenge his record on UK foreign policy. 

Our foreign policy must be con-
cerned with more than just trade. 
We must bind human rights,  
security, environmental progress 
and social justice to the core of 
our international relationships to 
enable us to address international 
challenges: from peace in the  
Middle East to tackling global  
climate change and addressing  
human rights and denuclearisation 
on the Korean peninsula. 

Defending human rights

Tory right hijack Brexit negotiations 
– we must let the people have a say 
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Crime, especially violent knife, gun and 
moped crime, is rising while police 
numbers continue to fall. Tory cuts to 
our police force are putting people’s 
safety at risk. The Metropolitan Police 
has been forced to make £600 million 
of savings and have been told to cut 
a further £325m by 2021, with offi  cer 
numbers falling to 30,000 by April 2018. 

This level of reduction is simply a 
green light for criminals. We know you 
cannot protect communities on the 
cheap, yet Home Secretary Sajid Javid 
continues to cut the budget of the 
police to its bone.

Together with David Lammy, MP for 
Tottenham, I convened an urgent high-
level meeting with our Borough Com-
mander, Council Leader, London As-

sembly Member and the Deputy Mayor 
of London to discuss crime strategy 
in the capital. I secured a debate in 
Parliament to urge the government to 
halt the harsh cuts to the Metropolitan 
Police and our youth services. 

I was proud to stand on a manifesto 
that sought to increase our police num-
bers by 10,000 and I will continue to 
make the case for reversing these cuts 
and restoring community policing levels 
to ensure our communities are kept safe.

Cuts risk public safety

At the last general election 
in Hornsey & Wood Green...

Community saves LUTS clinic
Since my election in 2015, I am proud 
to have worked with patients, clinicians, 
MPs and local stakeholders to save 
the Lower Urinary Tract Symptoms 
(LUTS) Clinic at the Whittington 
Hospital from closure. I am delighted 
that the clinic has now been saved.

To date, our campaign has raised a 

number of issues including succession 
planning at the LUTs Clinic, improv-
ing testing regimes for urinary tract 
infections and commissioning future 
research. I will stay vigilant to protect 
our NHS from cutbacks and rationing, 
and ensuring new patients have full 
access to testing and treatment.

Tories turn 
blind eye to 
‘dirty money’
Tax avoidance is taking place 
on an industrial scale – while 
the Tories just let it slide. 
Government policies have 
utterly failed, with leading 
Conservatives believing it is 
acceptable for the super-rich 
to dodge their duty.

Up to $10 trillion is held 
off -shore – that’s the same 
as the GDPs of France, Japan 
and the UK combined.

While serving as Shadow 
Foreign Minister, I fought 
for greater transparency in 
our Overseas Territories and 
Crown Dependencies, and I’m 
pleased the government has 
now been forced into action. 
Our successful cross-party 
amendment sets a fi rm 
date for introducing public 
registers of benefi cial 
ownership, which will expose 
these arrangements to public 
and media scrutiny. Let’s hope 
it’s the start of cracking down 
on the spread of “dirty money”. 

Which party do you 
usually vote for? 

Labour
Conservative
Liberal Democrats
Greens
Ukip

Which issues are most 
important to you?

NHS
Education
Economy
Immigration
EU
Crime

Please return to: FREEPOST, 28 Middle Lane, London N8 8PL
Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

At the last general election At the last general election 
in Hornsey & Wood Green...in Hornsey & Wood Green...
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65.4% 
(40,738 people) 

voted for 
Catherine 
West MP

If you’d like to contact me about 
any of the issues in this newsletter, 
or if you’ve got a problem I can help 
with, please get in touch.

SURGERIES
Visit one of my advice surgeries 
on the second and fourth Friday of 
the month from 10am to 11.30am 
at Wood Green Library. I also hold 
pop-up surgeries across the borough. 
Please note that surgery dates in 
August and December vary so check 
my website or call for details.

GET IN TOUCH
    catherine.west.mp@parliament.uk

    @CatherineWest1    020 7219 6141

    Catherine West MP, House of 
    Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

CONTACT AND
SURGERY DETAILS

    

    @CatherineWest1    020 7219 6141

    Catherine West MP, House of 

    @CatherineWest1    020 7219 6141

Tick box if you would like to receive my regular email updates
You can unsubscribe at any time. If you would like know more about how I use your 
information, my privacy policy can be found on my website: www.catherinewest.org.uk
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